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gathered all those who would buy or sell the priceless pearls
of the Persian Gulf, the finest Arab horses, carpets and silken
wares, to say nothing of humbler merchandise such as fruit,
salt and^sulphur.

No green thing grew on the sun-baked rocks, but nowhere
could an epicure regale himself more sumptuously, livery
kind of fruit (Asiatic or European) could be had; butter,
fish, meat, and game of all kinds, sugar preserves and pickles,
even ice for cooling drinks, were brought from Persian numu~
tains far away, The humbler and more voracious appetite
was also catered for. In Ormuz there were twelve streets
with twenty cookshops each on either side, where huge
bowls of steaming rice could be seen and smelt both clay and
night, besides whole roasted sheep suspended iu the doorway.

Abundance of fresh water was the sole amenity that
Ormuz lacked. What they had was brought in barges from
the mainland and sold in pots and jars throughout the town.
Of course it was not cheap, but the general cost of living
in Ormuz was high.

The inhabitants of the town, partly Arab, mostly Persian,
lived lazy and luxurious lives within their beautiful stone
houses, several storeys high, where skilful ventilation helped
to mitigate the suffocating heat.

The Shah of Persia was their distant overlord, but he
troubled them only once a year when he sent to collect
tribute. The kingdom of Ormuz was nominally ruled by
its king; actually, his vizier held the power. The great
ones of Ormuz did not believe in kings with character;
young and incompetent was their ideal If the king showed
signs of ceasing to be either, they simply put out his eyes
and crowned a meek successor. In a castle at Qrmuss were
kept something like fifteen blinded kings, They were suitably
maintained, in case they might come in useful in some of the
intrigues of Ormuzian politics.

The various moves that placed the boy Ceifadin upon
the throne are too long and complicated to trace here.
Suffice it to say that Ceifadin's next of kin were mostly